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soll." It seems to me that their objections are unanswerable.
Both these authors point to the discrepancy existing between
Professor Runeberg’s gloomy view of the fatal influence of

syphilis, and the leniency of his practical proposals for the
admission of syphilitics to life assurance. This incongruity
is the natural consequence of the vague and arbitrary
character of his computations. Perhaps the recent investi-
gation by Martius and Knabe will, if carried out on a

sufficiently large scale, lead to more useful results. Possibly
Dr. Weber’s estimation of the influence of syphilis on the
death-rate comes nearer the mark-at least, with regard to
British life assurance offices. For the practical purposes of
life assurance companies such statistics are worthless. As
Dr. Weber has adopted Professor Runeberg’s " primitive
mode of investigation " his figures only afford another
instance of syphilis statistics as they should not be." 

"

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
Welbeck-street, W., Oct. 13th, 1902. GEORGE OGILVIE.

UNAUTHORISED PUBLICITY.
To the Editors of THE LANCET. 

SIRS,-I have received a marked copy of the Herald of the 
Golden Age which seems to be a vegetarian newspaper ; in
it I find an opinion attributed to me set out in a very
objectionable way, with my titles and appointments. Would
you allow me to say that this has been done without my
authority ? I believe that some time ago I received a card
purporting to be from a medical practitioner, asking me my
opinion upon certain questions with respect to diet. This I
answered, and from this a portion has been picked out and
printed as above described.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
Birmingham, Oct. 13th, 1902. ROBERT SAUNDBY.

NOTES FROM INDIA.

(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT,) 

The lTig7t Infantile Mortality in Bombay and Calcutta.-
The Development of another Plague Outbreak.-The
Supply of Nurses for the Calcutta Hospital. -Sanitation
in -Madras.

ALTHOUGH attention has been drawn to the high infantile
mortality in the cities of Calcutta and Bombay it must not
be supposed that these cities alone record a high death-rate.
In Bombay the high infantile mortality is attributed by the
health officer to the poverty of the people. Mothers are

compelled to work in the mills and elsewhere and the
infants are insufficiently fed or are, a.s too often happens,
drugged so that they can be left alone. Again, the off-
spring of immature mothers are mostly weaklings and

having low vitality readily contract disease. Dr. Turner

questions the explanation of the Government that a con-
siderable proportion of the working-classes migrate to
their homes in the country districts every year, causing
the deaths of children born outside Bombay to be put
down to the mortality of that city. Although social con-
ditions are beyond the control of the municipality it is

thought that something might be done to mitigate the
evil. Free medical relief, the appointment of a nurse or
medical woman for each ward, and the improvement
of the milch-cattle stables are the measures suggested.
The establishment of a ereehe is also under considera-
tion. Although there are no large factories in Calcutta
where women are employed in great numbers the
infantile mortality is equally high, the deaths of infants
within a few days of birth being excessively numerous.
Ignorance and carelessness have probably as much to do
with the high mortality as poverty, and one cause of
a considerable number of deaths lies in the custom of

rubbing earth and ashes daily into the navel, leading to
tetanus. Premature births are numerous, but probably so-
called debility at birth is the heading under which most
deaths are recorded. In the city of Madras the infantile
mortality is given as 295 per 1000-an estimate which

possibly does not err on the side of excess.
The mortality from plague throughout India is rising

rapidly. For the week ending Sept. 13th it was 7544, as

compared with 5550 for the previous seven days. For the

corresponding week in 1901 the deaths from plague

were 6386. The detailed figures are : Bombay city,
56, as against 37 ; Bombay Presidency, 5424, as against
3929 ; Madras Presidency, 264 ; Bengal, 14, as against
11 ; United Provinces, 416, as against 288; Punjab,
101, as against 55 ; Mysore, 785, as against 811 ;
Hyderabad State, 242, as against 45 ; and Berar, 242, as

against 97. Only six deaths were recorded in Calcutta.
These figures give indications of what may be expected to
happen and taken in comparison with the figures for last
year present a gloomy prospect for the ensuing cold season.

" The attention of Government has been drawn to the

advisability of improving the arrangements for the supply
of nurses to the hospitals in Calcutta." So runs a recent
notice. The extensions of the Presidency General Hospital
and of the Medical College, Eden, and other hospitals
have necessitated a change in the system hitherto in

vogue according to which the nursing arrangements have
been chiefly managed by a committee of ladies. It is
now proposed to form a large influential and repre-
sentative committee from which sub-committees will be
formed to advise on matters of detail. There will still
be a committee of ladies who will visit the hospitals and
deal with all matters affecting the appointment and control
of the nursing staff. The financial assistance of the
Government will be continued. Rules for management and
control have been drawn up and will come into force at an
early date. The previous committee of ladies has rendered
great services for a period of over 40 years. Compared with
administrations at home it is to be noticed that the chief
medical officer of each hospital is well represented on the
committees and has considerable power over the nurses of
his institution. The chief medical officer to a Government
hospital in India is a much more important man than the
senior member of a medical staff at home, and this greater
power applies to the whole administration of his hospital.

Regarding the sanitary state of Madras city the following
recent remarks of the Government are to the point :-
One of the most unsatisfactory features disclosed by the report

is the further increase in the already high death-rate of the city
of Madras, where the mortality was no less than 55’5 per mille,
the mean of the previous five years being 40’9. Colonel King has
referred to the imperfections of the existing water-supply of the city,
and the attention of the municipal commissioners will be drawn
to his criticisms. The present drainage, too, is defective and
inadequate; but work has already been commenced on a new system
which is estimated to cost Rs.31,81,000. The Governor-in-Council fears,
however, that even the improvement of the drainage and the water-
supply will not be sufficient to place the health of the city in a satis-
factory condition unless the congested areas in Black Town and
Triplicane are thoroughly opened up by means of wide streets which
will allow the prevailing winds to penetrate into quarters where there
is now no proper ventilation or access of fresh air. The importance of
an improvement scheme of this nature has long been recognised, but
it would be impossible for the municipality to carry it out without
a large measure of financial assistance from provincial ur Imperial
revenues, or both.
Sept.19th.

LIVERPOOL.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Opening of the .Winter Session of, the Medical Faculty
University College, Liverpool, by Sir Frederick

2’rev es, Bart., K. C. V. 0., C.B.
THE ceremony of opening the winter session of the medical

faculty of University College, which took place on Oct. 10th
at the Philharmonic Hall, was an event of more than ordinary
interest by reason of the presence of Sir Frederick Treves
who delivered the address to the students of the faculty.
The hall was filled by a large and distinguished gathering.
A feature of the proceedings was a procession through the
main aisle to the platform of members of the governing body
and teaching staff, former students of the medical faculty,
and members of the staffs of the hospitals of the

city. In one of the galleries a number of nurses belong-
ing to the various hospitals occupied seats in the front row.
With the exception of the governors of University College
and a few guests, amongst whom was included the Lord
Mayor, all wore academic costume. Sir Frederick Treves, in
his address, described the symptoms of ailments within the
human body as the physician’s best friends, as the patient’s
most precious safeguards, and as the most beneficent efforts
of nature to repair whatever might have gone wrong. The
speaker illustrated his meaning by saying that when para-
sites attacked the lungs there were no symptoms to give notice
of the attack, but nature immediately endeavoured to expel
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the invaders and upon the efficacy of the inflammation
induced in the tissues the life of the patient depended. In

appendicitis the intense pain and collapse enforced rest in a
recumbent position, sickness and nausea prevented the patient
from eating, the tenderness of the abdomen caused the seat
of the ailment to be protected from disturbance or pressure,
and the rigidity of the abdominal wall was a further pro-
tection against pressure if any should take place. Peri-
tonitis was another ailment that had been described as the
most deadly and malignant of calamities. In reality it
should be hailed with thankfulness as the surgeon’s best

friend, for should its possibility be denied in mankind the
human race would be threatened with extinction. The
address threw a halo of romance round the study of
medicine and presented to the ordinary mind an entirely
new view of disease. Upon the conclusion of the

ceremony at the Philharmonic Hall a great part of
the company adjourned to the Royal Infirmary to witness
the opening of the two new operating theatres (so
generously provided by Mr. Ralph Brocklebank, the treasurer
of the hospital) by Sir Frederick Treves. The speaker in
declaring the theatres open paid a high compliment to

Liverpool surgeons and Liverpool surgery, "the great fact
running through the work of Liverpool surgeons had been of ,
a very sturdy common-sense character, never the develop-
ment of anything extreme or the pursuit of anything fantas-
tical." Sir Frederick Treves feelingly alluded to Sir William
Banks’s approaching retirement from the active stafE of
the infirmary by reason of his term of office having reached
its limit, which he (Sir Frederick Treves) considered would
be a very serious loss to the institution. Sir Frederick Treves
was presented with a handsome key by Mr. Ralph Brockle-
bank in commemoration of the opening of the new operating
theatres. In the evening of the same day Sir Frederick
Treves was the principal guest at the biennial dinner of the
medical faculty which was held at the Adelphi Hotel under
the chairmanship of Dr. William Carter.

Service for Medical Men at St. Luke’s Church.
It has been arranged to hold a special service for members

of the medical profession at St Luke’s Church on Sunday
next, Oct. 19th, at 3 P.M., Saturday, the 18th, being
St. Luke’s Day. The preacher on the occasion will be the
Rev. J. B. Lancelot, M.A., the principal of the Liverpool
College. The body of the church will be reserved for
members of the medical profession, whilst the nurses of the
various hospitals will have seats reserved for them in the

gallery. This will be the second anniversary of the special
medical services happily inaugurated by Mr. Frederick W.
Lowndes. The preacher last year was the Lord Bishop of
Liverpool and the service was very numerously attended.
The collection this year will be in aid of the Medical
Benevolent Fund.

Liverpool School of Tropical Mccliezne and the Gold Coast; 
Ne7v Appointment at the School.

Of late there have been rather alarming reports circulated
as to the ill-health that has been prevalent on the Gold Coast
during the past year. As a result the committee of the
School of Tropical Medicine met to consider the question
and decided to send out at once a special expedition to the
colony. Dr. Logan Taylor was selected to take charge of
this new expedition and sailed for the Gold Coast from

Liverpool on Oct. llth. Dr. Taylor is in every way
suited for the task as, in addition to the experience he has
gained during his operations against mosquitoes and malaria
in Sierra Leone, he has already paid a visit of inspection
to the Gold Coast and framed some valuable suggestions
for improving its sanitation which are being acted on.

The expedition will not be occupied so much with research
work as with practical operations against the unhealthy
conditions of the principal towns. It will work with the
medical staff of the colony as far as possible. Sir Mathew
Nathan, the governor, has expressed great satisfaction
with the action of the Liverpool school in sending Dr.
Taylor and has promised his active cooperation. The con-
ditions existing on the Gold Coast are entirely different
from those obtaining at Sierra Leone but Dr. Taylor
has already made a study of both and sketched out the
lines on which his new operations will proceed. Sir Alfred
Jones, K.C.M.G., the chairman of the Liverpool school,
with his accustomed liberality, has again given free pas-
sages to the members of the egpedition. -Dr. H. E. Annett
has resigned ihe post of demonstrator in the School of

Tropical Medicine and is succeeded by Dr. J. W. W.

Stephens, formerly Lucas Walker research student at Cam-
bridge University.

’ 

The Proposed Liverpool University.
At the half-yearly meeting of the council of the court of

governors of the University College, Liverpool, held on
Oct. 13th, Mr. E. K. Muspratt, the vice-president, expressed
the hope that Liverpool would have a university of its own
in the course of a month or not more than two months.
Large donations had been received amounting to &pound; 170,000,
but that sum only represents one half of the required
amount.

Oct. 14th. -

WALES AND WESTERN COUNTIES NOTES.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.) 

Foreign Lunatics at Cardiff.
THE increasing number of foreign lunatics at Cardiff has

led the corporation asylums committee to make inquiries as
to the position of other towns in this respect. During the
past five years 96 foreign lunatics have cost the Cardiff

corporation R1586, while during the same period there have
been seven such lunatics at Hull costing &pound; 875, four at
Newcastle costing &pound; 371, and two at Bristol costing .f.116.

Glamorganshire Health Report.
The annual report of the medical officer of health of the

Glamorganshire county council (Dr. William Williams)
records for the administrative county the very high infantile
mortality rate of 195 per 1000 births. In the urban districts
the rate was 210 per 1000 and in the rural districts 169. In
former years the number of deaths among young children in
the rural districts of the county has not exceeded those in the
country districts of other parts of England and Wales ; the
alarming rise in 1901 is therefore all the more remarkable.
In Gelligaer rural district the rate was 199 per 1000 births, in
Swansea rural district 172, and m Neath rural district 171,
while in the rural districts of England and Wales it was 137.
There does not appear to be any connexion between the
infantile mortality in the rural districts and the prevalence of
diarrhoea, for in 1901 the death-rate (0 33 per 1000) was
much below that recorded in former years. Diphtheria is now
apparently endemic in Glamorganshire, the death-rate in the
last three years having averaged 0 8 per 1000, or nearly three
times that which prevailed in the rest of England and Wales.
It is, however, satisfactory to learn that the case mortality
has fallen from 61 per cent. in the year 1894 to 11 per cent.
in 1901. This decrease is ascribed by Dr. Williams to the
facilities offered to medical practitioners for the bacterio-
logical diagnosis of the disease and to the more general ue
during recent years of antitoxin serum. The county council
is continuing to enforce the provisions of the Isolation

Hospitals Acts with good effect. In 1895 there were only
four permanent hospitals with accommodation for about 30
patients in the whole of the administrative county, and since
that date five hospitals have been erected with an aggregate
accommodation for 101 patients, while arrangements have
been made for the erection of nine other hospitals having a
total accommodation for 118 patients.

The Incorporated Society of Medical. Officers of Health.
At a meeting of medical officers of health held at

Carnarvon on Sept. 30th, presided over by Dr. J. Lloyd
Roberts of Colwyn Bay, medical officer of health of St.

Asaph, it was decided to suggest to the council of the Incor-
porated Society of Medical Officers of Health the desira-
bility of forming a North Wales branch of the society. Dr.
Peter Fraser of Carnarvon was temporarily elected secretary.
The present time is most opportune for the formation of the
proposed branch when there appears to be an awakened
interest in public health matters in North Wales. At a
recent meeting of the Cymmrodorion Society at Bangor 1 Dr.
Fraser pointed out the unfavourable position held by Wales
as regards cancer, tuberculosis, and other diseases, and some
of the county councils are at last being aroused to a sense of
their responsibilities and to the advantage of having a
medical officer among their officials. The Merionethshire

county council has already appointed Dr. Richard Jcnes of
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